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Blackhawk Engineering Saves Money with New Equipment

Pictured are Greg Fisher, Blackhawk Engineering Maintenance Supervisor, and Matt Hein, CFU Energy Services Manager, with
a new variable-speed compressor. Efficiency upgrades are expected to save over $8,000 in utility costs annually.

Blackhawk Engineering, LLC recently
partnered with CFU to purchase new
energy efficient equipment that
expanded their machining capability
and will save 158,000 kWh annually.
Greg Fisher, Blackhawk Engineering
Maintenance Supervisor, sought help
to efficiently produce compressed
air for new equipment. The CFU
Energy Services team provided
on-site consultations, equipment
evaluations and savings estimates to
determine the best solution.
A variable-speed compressor that
has the ability to automatically
adjust capacity and energy use will
provide the facility with the exact air
quantity required at a given time.

“It has been great working with
the people at CFU. They are very
friendly and helpful,” said Greg.
As part of the CFU cost-sharing
rebate program, Blackhawk
Engineering received a
$7,000 rebate for this project.
Additionally, the new equipment
is expected to save over $8,000 in
utility costs annually.
To learn more about our
commercial consulting or
cost-sharing rebate program
contact Matt Hein, Energy
Services Manager, at
319-268-5427 or
Matt.Hein@cfunet.net.
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Western Home Communities Earn Energy Award
Western Home Communities is the
recipient of the 2019 CFU Energy
Conservation Award this year as
part of the Cedar Falls Business and
Industry Appreciation Awards.

One solution for this project was a
geothermal pump that uses water
from the ground to heat or cool the
aquatic center. This space had the
highest energy demand.

The award recognizes their effort
in energy efficiency at their newly
constructed residential
community Prairie Wind and the
Grosse Wellness and Aquatic Center.

Due to the life-cycle cost analysis
and energy saving solutions
implemented, the Western Home
Communities will save 2,144,977
total kilowatt hours annually. That is
enough energy to power 200 Cedar
Falls homes for one year.

Due to the life-cycle
cost analysis and
energy saving solutions
implemented, the
Western Home
Communities will save
2,144,977 total kilowatt
hours annually.
As part of the CFU cost-sharing
rebate program, Western Home
Communities partnered with CFU
to complete a life-cycle cost
analysis. The goal was to determine
the most efficient way to heat and
cool the facilities.
The total cost of all options were
analyzed, going beyond purchase
price to include maintenance
expenses and energy savings.

Projects like this are one way CFU
works with the community to
reduce energy consumption and
keep utility costs low.

Western Home
Communities:

2019 CFU Energy
Conservation Award Winner

A geothermal system uses
water from the ground to
heat or cool the campus

In the last decade CFU has added
nearly 2,000 electric customers.
Yet demand for electricity today is
even with levels from 2008. Reduced
energy consumption means we can
delay the need to buy expensive
new generating capacity and keep
costs low for our customers.
To learn more about our
commercial consulting or
cost-sharing rebate program
contact Matt Hein, Energy
Services Manager, at
319-268-5427 or
Matt.Hein@cfunet.net

ASK CFU:

Why should I consider life-cycle costs
in equipment purchases?
You may be surprised to learn that the most expensive component of a
typical pump is not first cost or maintenance. The cost of electricity to
power a pump is typically the most expensive piece. Pumps are just one
example where the “cheaper” but often less efficient option costs more
overall. This is why the lifetime cost to purchase, install, operate, maintain
and dispose of should be considered when purchasing large equipment.
CFU can help you calculate life-cycle costs and analyze options in
conjunction with our commercial rebate program. Contact Matt Hein at
319-268-5427 or Matt.Hein@cfunet.net to see if your project is eligible.

