
 

 

  MINUTES OF MEETING OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC UTILITY, CITY OF CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 

 
May 12, 2021 

 
 

The Board of Trustees of the Municipal Electric Utility of the City of Cedar Falls, 

Iowa, met on the above date in regular session, pursuant to law and the rules of said Board.   

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Chair Jeffrey J. Engel.  Chair Engel 

indicated the meeting was being conducted electronically in accordance with Iowa Code Section 21.8 

because a meeting in person is “impossible and impractical” due to the global pandemic of COVID-

19.  Upon call of the roll, present were:  Trustees:  Jeffrey J. Engel, MaraBeth K. Soneson, Debra S. 

Iehl, Craig A. Johnson, and Richard L. McAlister (all electronically).  Absent:  None.  Others present:  

Steven E. Bernard, General Manager/CEO; John C. Larsen, Board Counsel; Amie Rivers, Waterloo 

Courier reporter; and Sue Green, Carole Yates and Jack Yates, customers (all electronically).  

Moved by Trustee McAlister, seconded by Trustee Johnson to approve the agenda as 

printed and distributed.  Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye. Nay: None. Absent:  None.  

Motion carried.   

Customer Sue Green mentioned a three-part series on Iowa PBS featuring climate 

activist Greta Thunberg.  Customer Jack Yates suggested the Utility consider marketing rooftop solar 

to its customers as a cost-effective way to lower their energy costs. 

  Moved by Trustee McAlister, seconded by Trustee Johnson to approve the minutes of 

the April 14, 2021, regular meeting as printed and distributed; to approve the revised March Schedule 

of Bills correcting the amount of check number 142872; and to approve the Schedule of Bills for the 

month of April that by reference is made a part hereof and placed in permanent files of said Board of 

Trustees.  Said schedule covers the dates of April 1, 2021, through April 30, 2021; check numbers:  

142976-142979; 143149-143150; 143228-143232; 143341-143367; 143375; 143427-143435; 

143443-143449; 220613-220953; 433420348414; 468540465632; 556013672088; 852249307031; 

420397541056; 952159780193; 846745212607; 486478172485; 669569167859; 068060308083; 

235700276360; 066438867472; 207446501838; 675211713730; 925862463586; 623636171858; 

179979012715; 212938797161; 712882245133; 099818896897; a detailed itemized copy of which 
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has been submitted to the Board of Trustees.  Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  Nay:  

None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

Moved by Trustee McAlister, seconded by Trustee Johnson to receive and file 

personnel action reports and a report of contracts executed by the General Manager.  Upon call for 

the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

An overview of the 2020 audited financial statements was provided by Brian Unsen, 

CPA, Partner of Eide Bailly.  The Utility received an unmodified opinion, which is the highest 

opinion that can be achieved.  No audit findings were reported, including no material weaknesses or 

significant internal control deficiencies.  One immaterial instance of non-compliance was noted as 

part of state compliance testing.  Moved by Trustee Soneson, seconded by Trustee McAlister to 

receive and file the 2020 audited financial statements.  Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  

Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

Trustee McAlister made the motion to table Item #9 “Resolution approving and 

authorizing execution of an extension to the agreement with Eide Bailly, LLP for auditing services” 

to the June 9, 2021, meeting to allow for a revision to the agreement.  The agreement presented to the 

Board extends the term an additional year; however, the Board proposes extending the agreement an 

additional four years as allowed by the Board Bylaws.  The motion was seconded by Trustee 

Johnson.  Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion 

carried.  

Moved by Trustee Soneson, seconded by Trustee McAlister to adopt Resolution No. 

6320 approving and authorizing execution of a revised purchase order with AECOM Technical 

Services, Inc. for design engineering services.  Said revision will be a not-to-exceed fee of $29,500 to 

obtain additional engineering services for the performance of a study, analysis, recommendation, and 

cost estimate to rehabilitate the front employee parking lot of the main office, making the total 

purchase order in the amount of $54,000.  Upon call of the roll, the following Trustees voted aye:  

Engel, Soneson, Iehl, Johnson, and McAlister.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

Moved by Trustee Soneson, seconded by Trustee McAlister to adopt Resolution No. 

6321 approving and accepting as final the contract for the Long-Range Facilities Plan, Phase 1 Main 
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Office Back Lot Project; and authorizing the release of retainage funds in the amount of $24,473.14  

to Baker Enterprises, Inc. to be paid 30 days after the date of this Resolution.  Upon call of the roll, 

the following Trustees voted aye:  Engel, Soneson, Iehl, Johnson, and McAlister.  Nay:  None.   

Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

  The following items were presented for information purposes only: an update on the 

Utility’s actions related to COVID-19; an update on current state legislative items; financial 

dashboard, investment, and balance sheet reports were provided; an overview of the current electric 

reliability report; and a review of the Health Plan Reserve Policy. 

  There were no Board requests to staff. 

  Moved by Trustee Soneson, seconded by Trustee Johnson to adjourn to closed session 

in accordance with Code of Iowa, Chapter 21.5(1)(k).  Upon call of the roll, the following Trustees 

voted aye:  Engel, Soneson, Iehl, Johnson, and McAlister.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion 

carried.  The meeting adjourned to closed session at 3:13 p.m. 

  The meeting returned to open session at 3:36 p.m. 

  Moved by Trustee Johnson, seconded by Trustee Soneson to adjourn the meeting.  

Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.  The 

meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________          ___________________________________ 
MaraBeth K. Soneson – Vice Chair                       Debra S. Iehl – Secretary 



 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
MUNICIPAL GAS UTILITY, CITY OF CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 

 
May 12, 2021 

 
 

The Board of Trustees of the Municipal Gas Utility of the City of Cedar Falls, Iowa, 

met on the above date in regular session, pursuant to law and the rules of said Board. 

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Chair Jeffrey J. Engel.  Chair Engel 

indicated the meeting was being conducted electronically in accordance with Iowa Code Section 21.8 

because a meeting in person is “impossible and impractical” due to the global pandemic of COVID-

19.  Upon call of the roll, present were:  Trustees:  Jeffrey J. Engel, MaraBeth K. Soneson, Debra S. 

Iehl, Craig A. Johnson, and Richard L. McAlister (all electronically).  Absent:  None.  Others present:  

Steven E. Bernard, General Manager/CEO; John C. Larsen, Board Counsel; Amie Rivers, Waterloo 

Courier reporter; and Sue Green, Carole Yates and Jack Yates, customers (all electronically).  

Moved by Trustee McAlister, seconded by Trustee Johnson to approve the agenda as 

printed and distributed.  Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye. Nay: None. Absent:  None.  

Motion carried.   

Customer Sue Green mentioned a three-part series on Iowa PBS featuring climate 

activist Greta Thunberg.  Customer Jack Yates suggested the Utility consider marketing rooftop solar 

to its customers as a cost-effective way to lower their energy costs. 

  Moved by Trustee McAlister, seconded by Trustee Johnson to approve the minutes of 

the April 14, 2021, regular meeting as printed and distributed; to approve the revised March Schedule 

of Bills correcting the amount of check number 142872; and to approve the Schedule of Bills for the 

month of April that by reference is made a part hereof and placed in permanent files of said Board of 

Trustees.  Said schedule covers the dates of April 1, 2021, through April 30, 2021; check numbers:  

142976-142979; 143149-143150; 143228-143232; 143341-143367; 143375; 143427-143435; 

143443-143449; 220613-220953; 433420348414; 468540465632; 556013672088; 852249307031; 

420397541056; 952159780193; 846745212607; 486478172485; 669569167859; 068060308083; 

235700276360; 066438867472; 207446501838; 675211713730; 925862463586; 623636171858; 

179979012715; 212938797161; 712882245133; 099818896897; a detailed itemized copy of which 
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has been submitted to the Board of Trustees.  Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  Nay:  

None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

Moved by Trustee McAlister, seconded by Trustee Johnson to receive and file 

personnel action reports and a report of contracts executed by the General Manager.  Upon call for 

the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

An overview of the 2020 audited financial statements was provided by Brian Unsen, 

CPA, Partner of Eide Bailly.  The Utility received an unmodified opinion, which is the highest 

opinion that can be achieved.  No audit findings were reported, including no material weaknesses or 

significant internal control deficiencies.  One immaterial instance of non-compliance was noted as 

part of state compliance testing.  Moved by Trustee Soneson, seconded by Trustee McAlister to 

receive and file the 2020 audited financial statements.  Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  

Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

Trustee McAlister made the motion to table Item #9 “Resolution approving and 

authorizing execution of an extension to the agreement with Eide Bailly, LLP for auditing services” 

to the June 9, 2021, meeting to allow for a revision to the agreement.  The agreement presented to the 

Board extends the term an additional year; however, the Board proposes extending the agreement an 

additional four years as allowed by the Board Bylaws.  The motion was seconded by Trustee 

Johnson.  Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion 

carried.  

Moved by Trustee Soneson, seconded by Trustee McAlister to adopt Resolution No. 

6320 approving and authorizing execution of a revised purchase order with AECOM Technical 

Services, Inc. for design engineering services.  Said revision will be a not-to-exceed fee of $29,500 to 

obtain additional engineering services for the performance of a study, analysis, recommendation, and 

cost estimate to rehabilitate the front employee parking lot of the main office, making the total 

purchase order in the amount of $54,000.  Upon call of the roll, the following Trustees voted aye:  

Engel, Soneson, Iehl, Johnson, and McAlister.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

Moved by Trustee Soneson, seconded by Trustee McAlister to adopt Resolution No. 

6321 approving and accepting as final the contract for the Long-Range Facilities Plan, Phase 1 Main 
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Office Back Lot Project; and authorizing the release of retainage funds in the amount of $24,473.14  

to Baker Enterprises, Inc. to be paid 30 days after the date of this Resolution.  Upon call of the roll, 

the following Trustees voted aye:  Engel, Soneson, Iehl, Johnson, and McAlister.  Nay:  None.   

Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

  The following items were presented for information purposes only: an update on the 

Utility’s actions related to COVID-19; an update on current state legislative items; financial 

dashboard, investment, and balance sheet reports were provided; and a review of the Health Plan 

Reserve Policy. 

  There were no Board requests to staff. 

  Moved by Trustee Soneson, seconded by Trustee Johnson to adjourn to closed session 

in accordance with Code of Iowa, Chapter 21.5(1)(k).  Upon call of the roll, the following Trustees 

voted aye:  Engel, Soneson, Iehl, Johnson, and McAlister.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion 

carried.  The meeting adjourned to closed session at 3:13 p.m. 

  The meeting returned to open session at 3:36 p.m. 

  Moved by Trustee Johnson, seconded by Trustee Soneson to adjourn the meeting.  

Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.  The 

meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________             ___________________________________  
MaraBeth K. Soneson – Vice Chair                      Debra S. Iehl – Secretary 



 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
 MUNICIPAL WATER UTILITY, CITY OF CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 

 
May 12, 2021 

 
 

The Board of Trustees of the Municipal Water Utility of the City of Cedar Falls, Iowa, 

met on the above date in regular session, pursuant to law and the rules of said Board.  

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Chair Jeffrey J. Engel.  Chair Engel 

indicated the meeting was being conducted electronically in accordance with Iowa Code Section 21.8 

because a meeting in person is “impossible and impractical” due to the global pandemic of COVID-

19.  Upon call of the roll, present were:  Trustees:  Jeffrey J. Engel, MaraBeth K. Soneson, Debra S. 

Iehl, Craig A. Johnson, and Richard L. McAlister (all electronically).  Absent:  None.  Others present:  

Steven E. Bernard, General Manager/CEO; John C. Larsen, Board Counsel; Amie Rivers, Waterloo 

Courier reporter; and Sue Green, Carole Yates and Jack Yates, customers (all electronically).  

Moved by Trustee McAlister, seconded by Trustee Johnson to approve the agenda as 

printed and distributed.  Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye. Nay: None. Absent:  None.  

Motion carried.   

There were no public forum items. 

  Moved by Trustee McAlister, seconded by Trustee Johnson to approve the minutes of 

the April 14, 2021, regular meeting as printed and distributed; to approve the revised March Schedule 

of Bills correcting the amount of check number 142872; and to approve the Schedule of Bills for the 

month of April that by reference is made a part hereof and placed in permanent files of said Board of 

Trustees.  Said schedule covers the dates of April 1, 2021, through April 30, 2021; check numbers:  

142976-142979; 143149-143150; 143228-143232; 143341-143367; 143375; 143427-143435; 

143443-143449; 220613-220953; 433420348414; 468540465632; 556013672088; 852249307031; 

420397541056; 952159780193; 846745212607; 486478172485; 669569167859; 068060308083; 

235700276360; 066438867472; 207446501838; 675211713730; 925862463586; 623636171858; 

179979012715; 212938797161; 712882245133; 099818896897; a detailed itemized copy of which 

has been submitted to the Board of Trustees.  Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  Nay:  

None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 
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Moved by Trustee McAlister, seconded by Trustee Johnson to receive and file 

personnel action reports and a report of contracts executed by the General Manager.  Upon call for 

the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

An overview of the 2020 audited financial statements was provided by Brian Unsen, 

CPA, Partner of Eide Bailly.  The Utility received an unmodified opinion, which is the highest 

opinion that can be achieved.  No audit findings were reported, including no material weaknesses or 

significant internal control deficiencies.    One immaterial instance of non-compliance was noted as 

part of state compliance testing.   Moved by Trustee Soneson, seconded by Trustee McAlister to 

receive and file the 2020 audited financial statements.  Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  

Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

Trustee McAlister made the motion to table Item #9 “Resolution approving and 

authorizing execution of an extension to the agreement with Eide Bailly, LLP for auditing services” 

to the June 9, 2021, meeting to allow for a revision to the agreement.  The agreement presented to the 

Board extends the term an additional year; however, the Board proposes extending the agreement an 

additional four years as allowed by the Board Bylaws.  The motion was seconded by Trustee 

Johnson.  Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion 

carried.  

Moved by Trustee Soneson, seconded by Trustee McAlister to adopt Resolution No. 

6320 approving and authorizing execution of a revised purchase order with AECOM Technical 

Services, Inc. for design engineering services.  Said revision will be a not-to-exceed fee of $29,500 to 

obtain additional engineering services for the performance of a study, analysis, recommendation, and 

cost estimate to rehabilitate the front employee parking lot of the main office, making the total 

purchase order in the amount of $54,000.  Upon call of the roll, the following Trustees voted aye:  

Engel, Soneson, Iehl, Johnson, and McAlister.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

Moved by Trustee Soneson, seconded by Trustee McAlister to adopt Resolution No. 6321 approving 

and accepting as final the contract for the Long-Range Facilities Plan, Phase 1 Main Office Back Lot 

Project; and authorizing the release of retainage funds in the amount of $24,473.14 to Baker 

Enterprises, Inc. to be paid 30 days after the date of this Resolution.  Upon call of the roll, the  
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the following Trustees voted aye:  Engel, Soneson, Iehl, Johnson, and McAlister.  Nay:  None.   

Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

  The following items were presented for information purposes only: an update on the 

Utility’s actions related to COVID-19; an update on current state legislative items; financial 

dashboard, investment, and balance sheet reports were provided; and a review of the Health Plan 

Reserve Policy. 

  There were no Board requests to staff. 

  Moved by Trustee Soneson, seconded by Trustee Johnson to adjourn to closed session 

in accordance with Code of Iowa, Chapter 21.5(1)(k).  Upon call of the roll, the following Trustees 

voted aye:  Engel, Soneson, Iehl, Johnson, and McAlister.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion 

carried.  The meeting adjourned to closed session at 3:13 p.m. 

  The meeting returned to open session at 3:36 p.m. 

  Moved by Trustee Johnson, seconded by Trustee Soneson to adjourn the meeting.  

Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.  The 

meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________            ___________________________________  
MaraBeth K. Soneson – Vice Chair                  Debra S. Iehl – Secretary 



 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
 MUNICIPAL COMMUNICATIONS UTILITY, CITY OF CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 

  
May 12, 2021 

 
 

The Board of Trustees of the Municipal Communications Utility of the City of Cedar 

Falls, Iowa, met on the above date in regular session, pursuant to law and the rules of said Board. 

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Chair Jeffrey J. Engel.  Chair Engel 

indicated the meeting was being conducted electronically in accordance with Iowa Code Section 21.8 

because a meeting in person is “impossible and impractical” due to the global pandemic of COVID-

19.  Upon call of the roll, present were:  Trustees:  Jeffrey J. Engel, MaraBeth K. Soneson, Debra S. 

Iehl, Craig A. Johnson, and Richard L. McAlister (all electronically).  Absent:  None.  Others present:  

Steven E. Bernard, General Manager/CEO; John C. Larsen, Board Counsel; Amie Rivers, Waterloo 

Courier reporter; and Sue Green, Carole Yates and Jack Yates, customers (all electronically).  

Moved by Trustee McAlister, seconded by Trustee Johnson to approve the agenda as 

printed and distributed.  Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye. Nay: None. Absent:  None.  

Motion carried.   

There were no public forum items. 

  Moved by Trustee McAlister, seconded by Trustee Johnson to approve the minutes of 

the April 14, 2021, regular meeting as printed and distributed; to approve the revised March Schedule 

of Bills correcting the amount of check number 142872; and to approve the Schedule of Bills for the 

month of April that by reference is made a part hereof and placed in permanent files of said Board of 

Trustees.  Said schedule covers the dates of April 1, 2021, through April 30, 2021; check numbers:  

142976-142979; 143149-143150; 143228-143232; 143341-143367; 143375; 143427-143435; 

143443-143449; 220613-220953; 433420348414; 468540465632; 556013672088; 852249307031; 

420397541056; 952159780193; 846745212607; 486478172485; 669569167859; 068060308083; 

235700276360; 066438867472; 207446501838; 675211713730; 925862463586; 623636171858; 

179979012715; 212938797161; 712882245133; 099818896897; a detailed itemized copy of which 

has been submitted to the Board of Trustees.  Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  Nay:  

None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 
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Moved by Trustee McAlister, seconded by Trustee Johnson to receive and file 

personnel action reports and a report of contracts executed by the General Manager.  Upon call for 

the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

An overview of the 2020 audited financial statements was provided by Brian Unsen, 

CPA, Partner of Eide Bailly.  The Utility received an unmodified opinion, which is the highest 

opinion that can be achieved.  No audit findings were reported, including no material weaknesses or 

significant internal control deficiencies.   One immaterial instance of non-compliance was noted as 

part of state compliance testing.    Moved by Trustee Soneson, seconded by Trustee McAlister to 

receive and file the 2020 audited financial statements.  Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  

Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

Trustee McAlister made the motion to table Item #9 “Resolution approving and 

authorizing execution of an extension to the agreement with Eide Bailly, LLP for auditing services” 

to the June 9, 2021, meeting to allow for a revision to the agreement.  The agreement presented to the 

Board extends the term an additional year; however, the Board proposes extending the agreement an 

additional four years as allowed by the Board Bylaws.  The motion was seconded by Trustee 

Johnson.  Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion 

carried.  

The following items were presented for information purposes only: an update on the 

Utility’s actions related to COVID-19; an update on current state legislative items; financial 

dashboard, investment, and balance sheet reports were provided; and a review of the Health Plan 

Reserve Policy. 

  There were no Board requests to staff. 

  Moved by Trustee Soneson, seconded by Trustee Johnson to adjourn to closed session 

in accordance with Code of Iowa, Chapter 21.5(1)(k).  Upon call of the roll, the following Trustees 

voted aye:  Engel, Soneson, Iehl, Johnson, and McAlister.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion 

carried.  The meeting adjourned to closed session at 3:13 p.m. 

  The meeting returned to open session at 3:36 p.m. 
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Moved by Trustee Johnson, seconded by Trustee Soneson to adjourn the meeting.  

Upon call for the vote, all Trustees voted aye.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.  The 

meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________          ___________________________________ 
MaraBeth K. Soneson – Vice Chair                  Debra S. Iehl – Secretary 


