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Better Home Program 
Single-Family Residential New Construction 

2026 Rebate Application 
 

Incentive 
Minimum Code Compliance (Required) 

Tier Structure 
$0 

Energy Star $2,500 

DOE Efficient New Homes $5,000 

Passive House $10,000 
 

 Must notify CFU Energy Services of intent to participate in program prior to the Cedar Falls Building Inspections 
Department permit foundation inspection. 

 Wi-Fi connected thermostat(s) with demand response capabilities. 
 ≥ 5” air filter [ducted system(s) only]. 
 EV charging ready: Active, dedicated GFCI breaker, conduit, & compliant AWG wiring for ≥ 1 240v, ≥ 30A outlet 

or junction box located in practical garage location. Labeled in electric service panel directory for EV charging. 
 Internet connectivity: ≥ ¾” ENT from exterior electric meter location to interior electric service panel location 

and ≥ 1 CAT-6A ethernet connection available in all rooms excluding kitchen/bathrooms/storage/closets. 
 

• Residential single-family new construction that will receive 100% of energy, water, and communications from 
Cedar Falls Utilities. 

• The building must pass all required permitting inspections. 
• Proof of certification documentation must be shared with CFU Energy Services. 
• Only the most advanced tier of certification achieved is eligible for incentive from CFU. 
• 100% of criteria must be met. 

 

During the preliminary design and project planning phase, conduct a preconstruction meeting that includes the general 
contractor/project manager, builder, a certifying rater partner of the program certification(s) you’d like to achieve, and 
homeowner if applicable. It’s also recommended to include representatives of the applicable hired subcontractor trades 
(framing, MEP, etc.) in the meeting. The purpose of the meeting is to review program criteria and determine a plan to 
achieve the program certification of choice. A preliminary written and signed agreement by all parties is recommended. 
For 45L tax credit questions, consult with a qualified tax professional. 

 
Rebate Delivery 

CFU will award the incentive to the new building permit holder/general contractor. 

Mail check to:  Name:    Address:  

Permit Holder/Homebuilder Signature: 
 

☐ I agree to the General Terms and Conditions (page 2) 

Non-Optional Additional Requirements 

Eligibility Requirements 

CFU Recommended Steps 

mailto:energyservices@cfunet.net
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General Terms and Conditions 
1 Applicant Certification: 
1.1 The applicant agrees that the stated energy efficiency measure(s) is (are) installed and in operation at the address listed in the 

application, and that the information contained in this application is accurate and complete. 
1.2 I have read and agree to the Terms & Conditions of this application (General and Specific). 
1.3 I agree to indemnify, defend, hold harmless and release Cedar Falls Utilities (CFU) from any claims, damages, liabilities, costs and 

expenses (including reasonable attorneys’ fees) arising from or relating to the removal, disposal, installation or operation of any 
equipment or related materials in connection with the programs described in this application, including any incidental, special or 
consequential damages. 

1.4 Cedar Falls Utilities: 
1.4.1 does not endorse any provider, manufacturer, product, labor or system design by offering this program; 
1.4.2 is not responsible for any tax liability arising from customer’s receipt of a rebate payment; 
1.4.3 is not responsible for negotiating contractor pricing or expediting contractor work; 
1.4.4 does not expressly or implicitly warrant the performance of installed equipment or contractor’s quality of work (contact your 

contractor or vendor for warranty information); 
1.4.5 is not responsible for the proper disposal/recycling of any waste generated by this project; 
1.4.6 is not liable for any incidental or consequential damages caused by the installation of the equipment or for any damage caused by 

malfunction of the installed equipment; 
1.4.7 does not guarantee that a specific level of energy or cost savings will result from the implementation of energy efficiency measures or 

the use of products funded under this program; 
1.4.8 may modify or end any cash rebate program at any time without notice. Incentives are available on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Neither preapproval of a project, nor any other action by CFU, entitles applicant to a rebate payment until and unless this application 
is approved by CFU. Submitting a completed application does not guarantee receipt of a rebate from CFU. 

2 Project Eligibility: 
2.1 Projects may only apply for rebate programs available during the calendar year that the project was completed. 
2.2 Applicant must be a CFU customer for the primary energy source (electricity or natural gas) saved by the product for which a rebate is 

being applied for. 
2.3 Projects must comply with all applicable federal, state, and local codes, standards, and regulatory requirements. 
2.4 To evaluate your application, CFU will use the rules listed on the application form that was posted at www.cfu.net on the day CFU 

receives your application. 
2.5 All equipment must be new; used or rebuilt equipment is not eligible. 
2.6 Existing equipment must be removed and may not be resold. 

3 CFU Rebate Processing and Application Deadline: 
3.1 An application must be submitted by January 31 of the year following the calendar year the project was completed. 
3.2 Allow two to eight weeks for application review and funding of approved rebates. 
3.3 Incomplete applications may be delayed or rejected. 
3.4 CFU reserves the rights to: 
3.4.1 award rebates in the form of utility bill credits or directly mailed checks; 
3.4.2 verify invoices and proof of payments with financial institutions; 
3.4.3 notify you of rebate status via text message or email; 
3.4.4 require invoices that separately itemize the cost for each equipment type. 
3.5 In no event will rebate awarded exceed 60% of the total project cost. Total project cost is the total of equipment and labor costs 

necessary to complete installation. Other limits may apply. 

4 Inspection: 
4.1 Rebates that require inspections must pass required inspections before a rebate will be issued. Specific requirements and instructions 

are listed on rebate applications. 

5 Verification & Publicity: 
5.1 CFU reserves the right to inspect and verify the installation or conduct additional tests; ask you to complete a customer survey; and/or 

meter the specified equipment or process, at no cost to the customer, in order to determine the actual energy saved for up to 12 
months after the installation. 

5.2 CFU may publicize your participation in this program unless you request otherwise in writing. 
5.3 Rebate application information may be shared with state agencies or departments. 

http://www.cfu.net/
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